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Student Success Center Celebrates its Inauguration

On February 24, the Student Success Center (SSC) celebrated its
Inauguration and Open House, which was held outside Howard Phillips
Hall near the Reflecting Pond.

“The Tree of Success” was dedicated to former and future students
assisted by the myriad of services provided by the SSC. An official
ribbon-cutting ceremony formally acknowledged five student support
units: First Year Advising and Exploration (FYAE), Multicultural
Academic and Support Services (MASS), the University Testing
Center (UTC), Transfer and Transition Services (TTS), and the
Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), coming together under
the umbrella name, Student Success Center.

DeLaine Priest, assistant vice president, Student Success Services,
welcomed guests and commented in her opening statement, “The seeds
that we plant lead our students to graduate school, to medical school,
to careers and to great lives.” Priest also took the opportunity to honor
the “dynamic and creative staff of the SSC.”

John Schell, vice provost and dean of Undergraduate Studies, paid
tribute to Mary Helen Callarman, founder of the Student Academic
Resource Center, saying, “We celebrate the seed that Mary Helen
planted, but today it has many different branches. Those branches
are creating a huge canopy of support and services for students. As
this huge tree continues to grow and flourish, more students will be
supported by its mission.”

Students gave anecdotes of their experiences with the various SSC
units. Kyle Trauger proudly stated, “SARC taught me to believe in
myself, and through that I became involved on campus and in Student
Government.” Tracy Richardson said, “I received information on
scholarships, internships and on-campus organizations that I may not
have heard about if it weren’t for MASS. The individual attention I
received while being advised by MASS makes me feel so important and
respected.” Tyco Coleman mentioned, “As a Peer Mentor with TTS . . .
it has been a great joy to be able to work with students. The staff of
TTS is great at pointing students in the right direction and helping
them transition to this university.” According to Andrew Hagenauer,
his experience with FYAE has changed him as a person and a student.
“I feel that the FYAE team has offered the support that so many
students are used to receiving at home.”

Mark Allen
Poisel, associate
vice president
for Academic
Development and
Retention, guided
the audience through
a visualization. He
also used the analogy
of the Student
Success Center as
a tree and part of
the university (the
forest). Comparing
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Left to right: John Schell, DeLaine Priest, Mark Allen Poisel and Maribeth Ehasz

the tree as a component of Student Development and Enrollment
Services (foundation or ground) for all that is accomplished and
Academic Development and Retention (roots) holding all in place.
“As the forest grows, so does its roots,” said Poisel.

Maribeth Ehasz, vice president for Student Development and
Enrollment Services, honored the memory of Callarman by wearing a
red jacket [The color symbolized the red door that Callarman painted
to get student’s attention to come to SARC]. Ehasz also honored staff
who provided support through the years including: Bob Snow—founder
of the FYAE program; A.]. Range—first director of MASS; Mark Allen
Poisel-who led TTS in a new direction and made transfer students an
important part of the UCF campus; Russ Tiberi-who worked diligently
with undecided/undeclared students; and DeLaine Priest and Pat Pates—
whose passion is the success of students. “It makes sense to put everything
together, so students know where to go. . . and that is what the Student
Success Center is all about,” said Ehasz.

In a surprise presentation to Priest, Poisel stated, “In order to elevate
the SSC to a level of importance, you need a strong leader—a leader with
passion, direction and commitment—and clearly we have that in DeLaine
Priest. She has made a huge difference in all of our work with students.”
Priest was presented a framed photograph of the SSC staff.

The morning’s events ended with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, declaring
the Student Success Center officially open. Peer Mentors led guests
through the various offices in the center. The SSC continued the
celebration into the afternoon with an Open House for students with
interactive games, prizes, food and a LINK Scavenger Hunt.

According to Sandra Macaulay, who coordinated the SSC Inaugural
program, “Student Success Center’s Inauguration was a true success, and
the center will continue to flourish and provide a sanctuary of support for
UCEF students with its growing canopy of student services.”



Test Center Unveils New Web Site
The University Testing Center (UTC) has
launched their new Web site and now features

online CLAST advising; CLAST registration
deadlines and test dates; a downloadable CLEP
registration form; in-depth Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) sheets for the most popular
exams including the CLAST, CLEP, and FTCE;
and comprehensive information on national
and standardized examinations.

Additionally, students can learn how to
satisfy the university’s Foreign Language
requirement by taking one of over 50 available
Foreign Language Proficiency Exams (FLPE)
available. Students can also access point-
to-point driving directions, “Testing Talk”
updates, and links to resources, such as testing
agencies and test preparation. UTC’s Web site
can be accessed at: www.testing.sdes.ucf.edu.

Left to right: Anne Deli and Melanie Parker, executive director
for Career Services and Experiential Learning

Standing Room Only at
Employment Prep Fair

With a room filled with eager listeners,
Anne Deli, keynote speaker for the Spring
2006 Employment Prep Fair, captured the
audience’s attention with her life successes
and the skills students need to chart their
careers in the 21st century. Deli, co-founder
and president of Orlando Harley-Davidson
and American Road LLC, was chosen as
Orlando Business Owner of the Year and
Business Woman of the Year in 2005.

Local, national and international employers
addressed topics on job search strategies,
networking, resume writing, interviewing,
negotiating, job search correspondence
and diversity in the workplace. In addition,
employers critiqued resumes and conducted
practice interviews in the Pegasus Ballroom
with 400 students participating.

This semi-annual event provided UCF
students opportunities to network with
employers and better prepare for success at the
Career Expo and on-campus interviewing.

Farollment Services

Advising Office and Colleges
Meeting Will Benefit Students

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of
First Year Advising and Exploration (FYAE),
the office is hosting a series of monthly events,
“Coffee Talk with FYAE.” While spotlighting
a different college at each event, FYAE will
invite faculty and staff members of the colleges
to discuss the challenges students face today
in regards to student-parent values, beliefs
and relationships, and what assistance may be
provided for students to succeed.

In addition, FYAE will gain insight from
the colleges regarding career-related resources
and internships for their specific majors. The
culminating event will lead to a celebration in
December when FYAE will commemorate the
office’s beginnings, founders and successes. For

more information, call 407.823.3789.

Counseling Center Initiates
Pre-Doctoral Internship Program

The Counseling Center has selected two
pre-doctoral interns to join the staff for the
inaugural year of their internship program
in professional psychology for the 2006-07
academic year. This is an important milestone
in the history of the center, as they are now
on their way to propelling their internship
program into the national spotlight, with the
goal of eventually pursuing APA-accreditation.
The interns, Cathleen Connolly (Florida State
University) and Wade Arnold (University
of Florida) come from APA-Accredited
counseling psychology programs and will begin
at UCF on August 3.

Richard McLaughlin serves as the training
director for the internship program.

Induction of New UCF Chapter

Career Services & Experiential Learning
(CSEL) announced UCF’s newest honor
society, Delta Epsilon Iota (DEI). The chapter
DEI hosted its new member’s reception on
February 2nd with over 100 founding members
in attendance, along with 150 of their family
and friends. The reception featured addresses
by Richard Drye, executive director for the
National DEI Office; Caroline Willard, UCF
advisor for DEI; and Melanie Parker, executive
director for CSEL.

This academic honor society works closely
with CSEL to heighten students’ awareness of
campus career services and encourages their
involvement in career-related programs. DEI's
membership is limited to undergraduate and
graduate students who have completed 30
credit hours and maintain a 3.3 GPA.

Fair Assists Students in Major
Decision-Making

“Find out what it takes to be America’s Next
Top Major” was the challenge facing UCF
students who attended the Spring Majors Fair
on March 2. This semi-annual fair, sponsored
by Career Services & Experiential Learning
and the Student Success Center, began
with an opening welcome from Mark Allen
Poisel, associate vice president for Academic
Development and Retention, to participating
faculty and staff.

Over 350 students had the opportunity
to meet with 44 academic departments and
advising offices, as well as attend workshops
on academic decision making, experiential
learning and transitioning to the sophomore
year. After meeting with faculty and academic
advisors, students were able to declare or
change majors with the on-site assistance of the
Registrar’s Office.

Sl Leaders Present at Peer
Leader Conference

Recently, Supplemental Instruction (SI)
leaders Brittany Harrington and Joni Lopez
represented the Student Academic Resource
Center (SARC) at the North Carolina SI
Peer Leader Conference at the University
of North Carolina. Harrington and Lopez
presented, “Integration of Learning Skills
into SI Sessions,” that focused on study skills
including note cards, comparison grids and
flowcharts modeled during SI sessions.

In addition, Harrington and Lopez attended
presentations and learned valuable ideas to
incorporate into their SI sessions including
how to structure around various learning
styles. They also had the opportunity to meet
other peers and share their experiences and
best practices. This trip was a collaboration
between the Student Success Center and the
Student Government Association.

Please submit your May 2006 UKnighted
newsletter articles to jpardo@mail.ucf.edu.







